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To the RE A DE R. 


7 HE Lord, in his providence, having call d u. 
and ſome Brethren to unite together, in order 
to Churcl ommunion and Fellowſhip, is the reaſn 
of my printing theſe Obſervations, that ſo aur ſen 
ti ments, in reſpett of the Church of Chrift and it 
Government, may be mae knotun, as our Doctrin 
(being moſtly Lutheran) is already, in the * Bool 
that have been publiſh'd ; for being determin d tha 
the Word of Gop ſhall be our flandard in Doctrin 
and Diſcipline," wt are willing, by manif«ftation | 
the truth, to commend ourſelves to every man's con. 
ſcience in the fight Gon. 


en. W. Cupwok rz. 
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* Three Sermons written by Mr. John Symp/on, entitle 
I. Man's Righteouſneſs no Cauſe or Part of his Tufti fcatin. 
II. Salvation only by God's Grace. III. Salvation on 
by Believing. Alſo, Abraham's Steps of Faith, b 
Mr. Job Eaton. Tuftification by Chriſt alone, b 
Mr. Samuel Richardſon. — Some Reafons againſt making 
Uſe of Marks and Ewidences, &c. by Mr. William Cut 
evorth —— A Di between a Preacher of G0 
Rightecuſnels, and a Preacher of Inherent Righteouſn!) 
by Mr. WilkamCudwarth, © 
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Some OBSERVATIONS con- 
cerning the C H U ROH of 
CHRIST. 


Ob. 1. IT HAT there is one holy catholick church, 
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called in ſcripture, the general aſſembly 
of the firſt· born, Heb. xii. 23. the whole 
family in heaven and earth, Eypb. iii. 15. which family 
or Church are in one body and one ſpirit, and are called 
in one hope of their calling, they have one faith, one 
baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who. is above all, 
and through all, and in all, Eph. iii. 4, 5, 6. f 
2. This Church is God's workmanſhip, created anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and are ſpiritually begotten with the word 
of truth, and born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and 
abideth for ever, even that word which by the goſpel 
is preached unto you, Fam. i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 23, 25. 
3. This Church being born and preſerved of the Spi- 
rit and word of truth, is not confined to perſons or bla 
ces, John iv. 21, 23. and no part of it is viſible, but 
only ſo far as the word of truth and ſacraments are re- 
ceived in any place or places, otherwiſe it is entirely in- 
viſible, 2 Tim. ii. 19. Rom. 11. 28, 29. 
4. This Church is alſo God's care, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the only head thereof; and oſten, when to all 
appearance, it has been almoſt decayed and ruined, and 
the ſtated labourers have departed from the truth, he 
has raiſed him up paſtors after his own. heart, to ſet his 
people free, and the truth of the goſpel has ever been 
retrieved and maintained by his peoples being raiſed up, 
and ſeperating from their corrupt Churches; and thus 
has the true Church been 17 2151 and recover d, from 


[4] 
time to time by ſuch godly ſeparations. Come out from 
among them, and be ye ſeperate, Cor. vi. 17. let them re- 
turn unto thee, but return not thou unto them, Jer. 
xv. 19. So Luther ſeparated from the Church of Rome, 
and others, &c. | . 

5. Every one that truly believes in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, is to be eſteemed a real member of this holy ca- 
tholick Church, whether he is joined to any particular 
body or no; nevertheleſs it is right not to forſake the 
1 ourſelves together as the manner of ſome is, 
Heb. x. 8. | ; 

6. AT Rble Church is deſcribed in the 19th article 
of the Church of England, as follows: A Church is a 
congregation of faithful men, where the pure word of 
God is preached, and the ſacraments duly adminiſtred 
according to God's holy ordinances ;** or according to 
Luther's catechiſm, wherein the word of God is ſin- 
cerely and purely preach'd, and where the people al- 
ſo holily as the children of God, live according to it; 
and by the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 1. 2. it is deſcribed to be 
them that are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be ſaints, 

7. An aſſembly of ſuch united together, by mutual con- 

ſent, Amos iii. 3. are conſtantly called in ſcripture, a 


Church, infomuch that in the New Teffament, the word 


Church means nothing elſe, except in ſome places, where 
it ſpeaks of the univerſal Church afore deſcribed. 
And our Saviour, to give encouragement to ſuch aſ- 
ſemblies, has told us, Mat. xvin. 20. that where two 
or three are gathered together in his name, there is 
he in the midſt of them; if then there were 1000 ſuch 
aſſemblies, they are according to the conſtant tenour 
of God's word 1000 Churches of Chriſt, and ſtand in 
need of no other authority to conſtitute them ſo, nei- 
ther is there any particular viſible body of people, who 
from the word of God may be called the Church, ra- 
ther than another particular body profeſling the true faith. 
8. Some think that ſuch particular Churches, unleſs they 
were all govern'd by one particular body, cannot be 
truly united. This ariſes from a miſtake of the true 
ſcriptural union, which is no where deſcribed as conſiſt- 
ing in being under any head, fave Jeſus Chriſt alone, 
| | nor 
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nor in being govern'd by any one particular body ; but 
it is a unity of the Spirit, a unity of the faith in the 
bond of peace and love, Eph. iv. 2, 3, 4; and the 
endeavouring after, and placing the unity of the Church 
in other things, has ever been hurtful to the true union. 

9. Many different aſſemblies cannot conveniently have 
any other anion than that of faith and love, unleſs ei- 
ther one Church have dominion over the other; or the 
minifters have dominion over the Churches, both which 
want ſcripture proof. | 

1. For as to the firſt, it cannot be proved from ſcrip- 
ture, that the Churches eſtabliſh'd by the Apoſtles were 
ſubject to any particular body, or were required to own 
any other head, but Jeſus Chriſt ; but, on the contrary, 
Rew. i. 4. ch. ii. ch. iii. Joba writes to the ſeven 
Churches of Ala diſtinctly, tho* they were in one coun- 
try, and charges cach Church, with its own guilt; and 
commends each Church by itſelf. takes no no- 
tice of any power any had over another he directs 
his epiſtle to the angel or ſervant of the church ; but 
the matter he ſpeaks to the whole Church, and con- 
cludes, Hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, 

Again, the Church of Corinth, is ſaid, not to be infe- 
rior to other Churches, 2 Cor. xii. 13. 

If choſe who are of a contrary mind would prove 
from ſcripture, that Chriſt ordained an univerſal head of 
his Church on Earth, or that the Apoſtles had more than 
a co-ordinate power, and that this power was conveyed 
to any ſucceſſors, they might be attended to; but till 
then, any other ſucceſiion of miniſters or Churches, than 
a ſucceſſion in the true faith of Chriſt, is to be number'd © 
among thoſe fables and endleſs genealogies, which mini- 
ſter queſtions, rather than godly edifying, which is 
in faith, cautioned againſt by the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Tim. i. 4. 

2. And as to the ſecond, wiz. the miniſters havin 
dominion over the Churches, it may be conſider'd: That 
two or three or more members of Chriſt, gathered toge- 
ther in his name, are not to be lorded over by any mi- 
niſters, or aſſembly of miniſters, but are to be eſteem'd 
of according to the dignity the Lord has been pleaſed to 
put upon them, being ca'led to be ſaints. —— The 

1 children 
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children and heritage of God. 
blood. The glory of Chritt. The fulneſs of 
him who filleth all in all. Whereas miniſters are 
only called to be ſervants, and Rewards to the Churches; 
and ought to conſider themſelves as ſuch, whether they 
be appointed by God, or appointed by the Church, or by 
both. Let a man ſo account of us, as of the miniſters of 
Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 2. 
We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
and ourſelves your ſervants for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor. iv. 5. 
And Mat. xxiii. 6. xi. 17. Our Saviour faith, that 
the ſcribes and phariſees love the chief ſeats in the ſy- 
nagogues, &c, but he who is greateſt among you ſhall 
be your ſervant.—For whether is greater, the gold or 
the temple that ſanctifieth the gold. See alſo, 3 John q, 
10, 11. 

If that due diſtinction the ſcripture makes, 42s xv. 
1, 2, 3, 4. between the Church and the miniſters, the 
members of the body, and the ſervants to the body, was 
obſerv'd, it would clear up many things in this matter. 
Wie become ſaints, and members of Chriſt's body; the 


bride, the lamb's wife, by faith only in the blood of 


Chriſt, without gifts, or any fort of labouring or ſer- 


vice; and theſe are what the Holy Ghoſt conſtantly calls 


the Church, and little companies of theſe joined toge- 
ther, are called Churches; tis theſe that are ſpiri- 
tual, and judge all things; 'tis theſe have the mind of 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. ii. 15. 16. and have our Saviour's pro- 
miſe, that where two or three of them are gather d toge - 
ther, there is he in the midſt of them. When any one 
member of ſuch a body, having gifts, are called upon to 
make uſe of them, he is to conſider that theſe gifts are 
not to prefer him more than he was before, by virtue 
of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; but are given him to 
edifcation of the Church, and is not hereby to become 
lord over God's heritage; but tho* he is a member and 
2 fon, yet for the ſake of the Church, in the exerciſe 
of his gifts, to follow the example of Chriſt, and to put 
on the form of a ſervant, and a& according to the de- 


termination of the Church or body of behevers, to ng 
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The purchaſe of his 
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he is ſervant, or appointed to go before in teaching, 
miniſtring, ruling, &c. 

It is the paſtor's duty to feed the people with knows 
jedge and underſtanding, Fer. it. 15. xxiii. 3, 4. A. 
xxviii. 17. To ſpeak God's word unto them, whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear, Ex. ii. 7. 
To watch, and give them warning from God, Ex. ili. 
17, &c.. As xx. 17. To teach the people the difference 
between the holy and profane, and cauſe men to diſco- 
ver between the unclean and the clean, &c Ex. xliv. 
23, 24. But as to any power of ruling, receiving, 
caiting out, c. this power the ſcripture has commit- 
ted into the hands of the Church members, and 
ke is to act therein, but by their conſent ard approba- 
tion. | 

Ihe particular Churches are deſcribed: in the New: 
Teftament, as having the privilege of chuſing their oven 
othcers, and determining their own matters among 
themſelves ;. and by the Church, is not meant any where 
an aſſembly of miniſters, or any particular body, but 
the whole multitude of diſciples, who are called the 
Church frequently, in diſtinction from the Apoſtles and 
Eigers, &c. 

The Apoſtles, &c. were Men extraordinary called of 
God, to plant the Churches; yet it is remarkable, that 
when by the fall of Judas there was one wanting among 
them, the eleven would not appoint a twelfth themſelver, 
but Peter ſtood up in the midit of the diſciples, &c. a- 
bout one hundred and twenty, and they appointed two 
to be choſen for Apoſtles. See Acts i. rs, 21, 27. 
And in 2 Cor. xviii. 19. there is mention made of a 
brother, who was choſen of the Churches, to travel 
with the Apoſtles. 

Again, A&s vi.-r, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, the twelve called. 
the multitude of the diſciples unto them, and defir'd them 
to look out among themſelves deacons ; and' then the: 
apoiles appointed them over that buſineſs. As ii. 22 
20, the Church at Feruſalem appointed Barnabas to go 
a3 far as Antizeh. Ads x. 20, 21, Sc. when the 
dearth was propheſied of, the diſciples, every many, 
according to. his. ability, determin'd to ſend. relief. unto: 
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the brethren who dwelt in Juda, which alſo they did, 
and ſent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and 
Saul. Ads xv. 1. Fc. The Church at Antioch determin'd 
that Paul and Barnabas ſhould go up to Jeruſalem a- 
bout the diſpute of circumciſion. When they were 
come to Feruſalem, they were received by the Church *, 
and the Apoſtles and Elders.—Then it is ſaid, a/l the 
mal itude kept filence, and gave audience to Parnabas 
and Paul. — Then it pleaſed the Apoſtles and Elders, 
evith the whole Church, to ſend choſen men of their 
ewn company to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas, — 
end wrote letters by them after this manner. The 
Apoſtles, Elders, and Brethren, ſend greeting, unto the 
Brithren which are of the Gentiles, in Antioch, Syria, 
and Cilicia. It ſeemed good to us, being bl 
with one accord, to ſend choſen men unto: you. It 
ſeems good to the Holy Ghoſt and zo vs, &c. So when 
they were diſmiſſed, they came to Antioch, and when 
they had gather d the multitude together, they deliverid 
the epiſtle. 

The Apoſtle Paul, 2 The. iii. 6, 14. doth not take 
upon himſelf to deliver to Satan, or excommunicate ſe- 
pzrate from the brethren, but only commands the bre- 
thren, in the name of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, that zhey 
evithdraw themſelves from every brother that walketh 
diſorderly, and have no company with him, that he 
may be aſhamed. And 1 Cor. v. 4. Paul judged, or 
gave his vote concerning the inceſtuous perſon, that in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, when they were 
gather'd together, and Paul preſent in ſpirit with them, 
with the power the Lord Jeſus Chriſt had inveſted them 
with, to deliver ſuch a one unto Satan. If Paul had 
power to do it himſelf, he need not tell them to gather 
together to do it: If Paul might withdraw from ſuch a 


—— 
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* The multitude of diſciples, or body of the people, are 
here called the Church, as in many - other places, in di- 


indien from the Apoſiles and Elders, &c. but there is 
ot ene place that calls the Apoſiles and Llders, diſtinct 


from the people, the Church. 
| perſon 
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perſon himſelf, and ſeparate from a congregation, that 
would not withdraw from ſuch perſons ; yet that could 
not tolerate him to ſeparate that perſon from the reſt 
of the congregation, any otherwiſe than by adviſing 
them to ſeparate from him: For as ſuch an aſſembly 
gather together by mutual conſent, ſo alſo, they ought 
to ſeparate from any one, if occaſion be, by mutual 
conſent. 

From all this it appears, that the extraordinary meſ. 
ſengers, ſuch as the Apoſtles, Prophets and Evangeliſts, 
or the ordinary officers, ſuch as paſtors, teachers, c. 
never aſſumed any other than a co-ordinate e with 
the reſt of the members of the Churches, and that every 
Church had the power of ruling and governing among 
themſelves: And this does not at all hinder, but that 
the faithful miniſters may be efteem'd at the fame 
time as the ambaſſadors of God; and they that rule 
well, be counted worthy of double honour, . e. in 
the firſt place, as being Saints themſelves, and mem- 
bers of the body; and in the ſecond, as faithful bre- 
thren, in having a watchful care of the members; and 
every one who hath gifts of any fort, and make the 
uſe of them faithfully for the good of the Whole, will 
not loſe the reward of heir ſer vice (tho' it be but a 
cup of cold water) from him, who has already made over 
to them the reward of the inheritance. 

10. I would further obſerve in the words of the confeſ- 
ſion of Wirtemberg, That the miniſtry of remitting 
or retaining fins, which otherwiſe is call'd The key of the 
kingdom of heawyen, is not given to the free power of the 
perſons of men, but it is ſo nearly annex'd to the word of 
the goſpel, that ſo many as do preach the goſpel, may 
truly be ſaid to remit and to retain fins ; to wit, to remit 
their fins who by faith do receive the goſpel, to retain 
theirs that do contemn the goſpel. Mark xvi. Preach the 
goſpel to every erea ture, he that believeth and is baptized 
hall be ſaued, but he that belieweth not ſball be damned. 
And Chry/oftom faith, * The key is the 45wledge of the 
ſcriptures, by which ey the truch is open'd unto men.“ 


ar 
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Of the Min1$STERS. 


HE Miniſters which Jeſus Chriſt hath ſet in his 

Church, are either extraordinary, as Apoſtles, 
Prophets, and Evangeliſts, called for the planting the 
Churches at firſt; to which may be added alſo, thoſe 
who are raiſed up from time to time, to recover and. 
preſerve the Church in the truth of the goſpel, when it 
is corrupted ; or elſe they are ordinary, ſuch as Elders, 
Paſtors and Teachers, whom the Churches chuſe from 
among themſelves, 

Thoſe extraordipary ſervants of the Church, whom 
the Lord raiſeth up for the preſervation of his truth, 
are ſeldom or never acknowledg'd by the corrupt mi- 
niſtry or people ; but the ſheep who are made free by 
the truth, know the ſhepherd's voice from a ftranger's ; 
and by theſe two things is a true miniſter of Chriſt to be 
known : | | 

1. That he: preaches not himfelf, but Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord, and ſets before the people nothing more than 
the pure word of God. | 

2. That thoſe who receive the truth in the love of 


it, are edified thereby; for the miniſters are given to 


edification of the body, Eb. iv. 12. So that as 
Zanchius ſaith, © we may well conclude, that by whoſe 
labour we fee the Church to be edifed, their calling is 
of Chriſt, and their miniſtry from God, and legitimate.“ 
The ordinary Elders, Paſtors, Teachers, &c. are 
from ſcripture choſen and ordain'd by the Churches, to 
which they are to be related as officers ; for tho' the 
Apoſtles, &c. are generally deicrib'd as laying their 
hands on, and ordaining them whom the Churches 
choſe, yet there is no mention made of any command 
or power given them by the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that 
they in particular, or diſtin from the reſt of the 
Church, ſhould ordain. The Apoſtles method I con- 
ceive to be this, that having gather'd a company of 
Saints together, they told them to look out among 
themſelves perſons fit, according to. ſuch directions 
as. 
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23 are given in Timothy, &c. and then they in the 
name and preſence of the Church, ordain'd and ap- 
pointed them in their offices ;/ and herein they ated 
only as a ſingle member of the Church, perſonating 
the whole body, and not as perſons having that power 
peculiar in themſelves. This will appear ſtill plainer, if 
we conſider, | 

1. There is an expreſs command and authority given 
to thoſe that teach to baptize, c. but none to chuſe and 
ordain miniſters over the people ; whereas had it been 
our Saviour's will his Church ſhould have abſolutely 
been ſo govern'd, he would, no doubt, have given ex- 
preſs command in this, as he has in other things, that 
the miniſters and people might know their proper ſta- 
tions, and not be burthen'd with uncertainties. 

2. It is weak to think, that the Churches have power 
to chuſe out from among themſelves officers, which is 
the main matter; and not have power to uſe any form 
of publickly deſigning and fixing them in their offices 
after they have choſen them. 

3. Were it not ſo when the miniſtry was fe 1 from 
the truth, and become corrupted, there would be no 
poſſibility of obtaining a true miniſtry ; for if at ſuch a 
time they had the power of ordaining ſeparate from 
the people, they would take care none ſhould be or- 
dained but ſuch as were like themſelves, whereby a 
faithful miniſtry would be always prevented. There- 
fore even in the days of the Old Teftament, God rai- 
ſed up Paſtors after his own heart, who went with a 
Thus ſaith the Lerd, among the people, without any 
leave at all from the appointed "Sw and prophets. 

As for the cuſtom of laying on of hands, it is not 
in the New Teſtament expreſsly inſtituted, but is a ce- 
remony uſed in Scripture on divers occaſions. In the 
Old Jeſtament it was done by command, Lewit. xxiv. 
14. when the man that had curſed was to be ſtoned, 
all that heard him, laid their hands on him. 

Again, when any one offered a burnt- offering, he 
was to put his hand on it, Levit. i. 4. When the 
whole aſſembly of the children of rael offer d the Le- 

| wites 
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dites unto the Lord to execute his ſervice, they were 
to lay their hands on them, Numb. viii. 10, 11. And 
the laying on of hands was uſed in the New Teſtament, 
when the Apoſtles, upon choice, and in behalf and 

Pre ſence of the Churches, appointed the Elders in their 
offices, Acts vi. 5, 6. Ads xiii. 1, 2, 3. 1 Tim. v. 12. 
When any were to be endued with the miracu- 
lous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Ad, viii. 17. As 
Nix. is 6. 1 Toa. . 14. 1 Ti. i. 6. 
they healed the fick, Ads xxviii. 8. | 


Of the SACRAMENTS. 


OD hath been pleaſed, not only to give us hi 
F Word, concerning our free ſalvation, but alſo 
from time to time hath annex'd thereunto certain myſti- 
cal ſigns, as a ſeal to the things he has ſpoken : The 
giving of which ſigns he hath been pleaſed to call, 
he eſtabliſhing his covenant with us, Gen. ix. , II. 
xvii. 7. And the ſigns themſelves he has called, The 
token of the Covenant which he makes between him 
and us, Gen. ix. And when this ſign hath confiſted in 
ſome holy rite or ſacred action, commanded to be per- 
form'd by us, it is call'd the Covenant, which we ſhall 
keep, Gen. xvii. 9, 11. ſerving as a memorial betwixt 
him and us, and a means of putting us in mind that he 
remembers his covenant, Ger. ix. 15, 16. 
This fgn was in Noah's days 2 rainbow ; i 47a. 
ham's, circumciſion ; and in our days, baptiſm, or 
waſhing in water; adminiſtred in the name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Matt. xxviii. 19. Ys 
Circumciſion was figurative, or ſignificant of the 
death of Chriſt, which was to come; ſhewing forth, that 
as one member of the body being circumcis'd, the 
whole body was accounted clean; ſo ſhould one member 
of the myſtical body, the Church, be circumcifed or 
ſacrificed, bearing the ſins of the whole, and putting 
them away by his blood-ſhedding, whereby the whole 
body ſhould become perfectly clean and holy, 3 
pot, 


2. hs e 
ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, Col. ii. 11. i; 22, 
Eph. v. 27. eee | 

To this ſacrament. of circumciſion, when the children 
of ae were in Egypt, was inſtituted another, called 
the paſſover, whererein they were to remember their 
great deliverance, by eating of a lamb, and it is alſo 
pointed out to them the lamb of God which taketh 
away the fin of the world. 

Baptiſm is ſignificant of our being waſh'd from 
our fins in Chriſt's blood, Rev. i. 5. of our being dead 
and buried, and riſing again with him, Rom. vi. 4. Col. 
ii. 12. And a ſeal of that covenant, that our ſins and 
our iniquities he will remember no more, Heb. viii. 12. 

To which is alſo added the Lord's ſupper, wherein, 
by eating bread and drinking wine, ſignificant of the 
Lord's body and blood, we remember him, and ſhew 
forth his death till he come, 1 Cor. xi. 23. 

With regard to the ſacraments of baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper, it is needful to obſerve, that, as the word 
of God can receive no alteration' from man's belief, or 
unbelief, but is and remains the faithful and true ſayings 
of God, Words that are ſpirit and life, whether we 
believe them or no; ſo alſo it is with the ſacraments, 
they can receive in themſelves no alteration from the 
ſubjects concern'd with them, therefore they that eat and 
drink the Lord's ſupper unworthily, or without faith, 
eat and drink judgment to themſelves, not diſcerning 
the Lord's body, which is ſacramentally preſent, whe- 
ther they diſcern it or no. If an unworthy receiver or 
adminiſtrator, hinder'd the ordinance from being truly 
ſo, they could not be guilty of a profanation of that 
ordinance, becauſe they prevent it from becoming an 
ordinance: But it is impoſſible for God's words and or- 
dinances to be deſtroyed thro* our unbelief. On the 
other ſide, it is uſeful to conſider, that tho' faith 
makes no alteration in theſe things, yet they are not 
profitable to us without it, and therefore the work of 
the Holy Ghoſt, is to take of the things of Chriſt as 
they are, and ſhew them to us, or give us ſpiritually to 
diſcern them ; that ſo faith being begotten, or ſtrength. 
tued, thereby they may become profitable. 1 
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As to the particular circumſtances that attend the c.. 
dinances, I would obſerve, that thoſe that make the 
ſcripture their ſtandard or rule, ſhould be expreſs only 


in thoſe things that the ſcripture are expreſs in; and ſhout; 


leave liberty of conſcience, where that leaves liberty, 
and ſhould made no unalterable rules or orders, when 
the ſcriptures are filent ; the ſcripture examples are bel 
for imitation, but to turn them into unalterable lay; 
is acting beyond ſcripture authority. 

This being premiſed, I would deliver my own ſenti 
ments concerning baptiſm of infants, which, tho' I ap. 
prove of, yet by no means ſo as to confine others i 
the ſame practice; neither do I think thoſe right why 
make one way or other a bar to Church communion, 
ſeeing that the eſſence of baptiſm conſiſts not in the ſub. 
jects concern'd, but in being baptiz'd in water, ſignifyirg 
a waſhing in the blood of Chril, or being bury'd into hi 
death, in the name of the F ather, Son and Holy Ghoſ. 
So that the baptiſm of believers, and the baptiſm d 
infants, is but one and the ſame baptiſm, tho' differently 
adminiſtred ; and the difference of the adminittration, 
can never alter the ordinance itſelf ; — my reaſons for 
infant baptiſm, are as follow, 

I. Infants do belong to the covenant of grace, and 
the promiſe is to them, and therefore the ſea], 

1 04;. Suppoſe you ſhould adminiſter it to thoſe who 
don't below to the covenant of grace. 

Arfav; It can be attended with no worſe conſequence: 
than adminiſtring the word to ſuch 3 and we are com- 
manded to preach the goipel to every creature, it being 
no more till faith comes, than the goſpel preach'd by 
ſign. 

255 O4j. Why then don't you alſo adminiſter the Lord 
ſupper to them. 

Anſ. Becauſe it is an ordinance, in which we are nat 
merely paſſive, as we are in baptiſm, but in which we 
are at that preſent inſtant, to commemorate his death, 
and feed by faith on his body and blood, which mfant 
are not capable of, tho' they are capable of a paſhye or. 
dinance, fach as baptiſm is, 1 
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II. Baptiſm fignifies our being waſh'd in the blood of 
Chriſt paſſively, without condition, and alſo ſeals. the 
unconditional promiſe, that our fins and iniquities he 
will remember no- more, and therefore ory — admi- 
niſtred without condition to infants. | 

3. Obj. What means then theſe words, If thou believeſt 
with all thine heart, &c. | | : 

Anſ. Becauſe it would be mockery in adult perſons to 
receive the fign, without faith in the thing ſignified ; :: 
and therefore a confeſſion of faith is neceſſary in them 
firſt, they being ſubjects capable thereof; but faith is 
not neceſſary as a condition, giving a proper right to 
baptiſm, no more than it is a condition of the thing ſig- 
nified by baptiſm, viz. the blood of Chriſt; and there- 
fore, as infants may have the end of baptiſm, the righ- 
2 it ſignifies and ſeals, they may alſo have the 

III. Circumciſion, whatever it might ſignify and ſeal 
with reſpe& to temporal —— Sc. to the natural 
ſeed, yet it was alſo a ſign and ſeal of the righteouſneſs 
of faith of Chriſt's death and the remiſſion of fins, and 


in this ſenſe baptiſm is come in the ſtead thereof, as ſig- 
42 nifying and ſealing the ſame thing; and the ſubjects ca- 
tho pable of circumciſion, are ſubjects capable of baptiſm, 


and therefore infants are ſo, and it is of as much uſe to 
them now, as circumciſion was to the infants then. | 
IV. There is more ground for infant baptiſm from 
that text, Mat. xix. 14. then what is commonly ob- 
ſerved ; for in the firſt place, the parents were not com- 
manded to bring their children, but they brought them 
in the faith of his goodneſs and power. 8 
Again, the diſciples had as much reaſon to find fault, 
as any have now. | : * 
The baptiſm of remiſſion of fins in Jeſu's blood was 
not as yet inſtituted, which is a very good reaſon for 
his not baptizing them; but his taking them in his arms, 
and blefling them, give us ground to think they may be 
baptized, for Chriſt's bleſſings are covenant bleſſings. : 
Some think the baptiſm of infants was not in 
uſe from the beginning, but is an innovation in the _ 
| Church; 
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Church; but I am inclin'd to think the contrary, for 
this reaſon, that if the baptiſm of infants had not been 


a practice from the beginning, it is probable there 


would have been ſome ſtir at its commencement and in- 
troduction; but Auſtin, who is reported to be one of 
the firſt that defended it, ſpeaks of it as © a practice the 
Church had, that was never inſtituted in councils, but 
always retain'd; and therefore moſt rightly believed to 
have been delivered by no other than apoſtolick au- 
thority; Aug. con. Don. lib. 4. ch. 24. and the reaſon 
of its not being made mention of in writing, before Au- 


in's time, is likely, becauſe it was never queſtioned 


before. 
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